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Ben Orkin has been building form with clay for many years, 

having grown up surrounded by the objects of his mother, 

ceramicist Gemma Orkin. Since 2018, Orkin has been 

wholly dedicated to exploring clay. Mentored by Jane 

Alexander at Michaelis School of Fine Art (University of 

Cape Town), he graduated with a BFA in 2021 and has since 

had several solo exhibitions both locally and abroad. In 

2022, Orkin attended the OÖ Landes-Kultur GmbH’s 

Academy of Ceramics residency program in Linz (Austria) 

and a body of his work showed at Miart’s Fiera 

Internazionale d’Arte Moderna e Contemporanea in Milan. 

Orkin’s hand-coiled works are something other than 

vessels, they are bodies, full of air and sensitivity. Orkin 

works in the corporeal-linguistic nexus (at the gentle, 

probing press between love and letters), exploring queer 

histories – from the quotidian to the grand, from tragic to 

triumphant. The erotics of protrusion and recession press 

through the clay and speak in soft voices like lovers.  
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Orkin’s work is anchored in the erotics of language: holes, protrusions, 

spikes, rings, ridges, and grooves. “Often when I feel something, I think of 

it in a shape,” says the artist. “The spikes and protrusions reject. The holes 

allow infection; they are vulnerable.” The syllables of this visual language 

are erected as bodies, or merely limbs, full of air and sensitivity. Their 

titles are fragments of a narrative, suggestive of a life beyond the work. 

Each piece remains quietly ambitious: sealed off before firing, yet hollow 

inside. Orkin masterfully inflates clay. These glistening and sensual works 

appear solid, weighty, but they carry air — almost as clay balloons they 

give form to that which is inside of them. The works are vulnerably held by 

a thin film, the glaze which acts as a seal.



 
A R T  F O R M E S B E N  O R K I N

I  A M  W I T H  W H AT  H AS  B E E N  G I V E N  AWAY 2 0 2 5

H a n d - b u i l t  e a r t h e n w a r e ,   
g l a z e d  a n d  e l e c t r i c  f i r e d .4 0  x  4 0  x  7 0  c m
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I N  T H E  C O M M U N I T Y   I I 2 0 2 2

H a n d - b u i l t  e a r t h e n w a r e ,   
g l a z e d  a n d  e l e c t r i c  f i r e d .2 4  x  2 4  x  2 5  c m
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ART FO RMES

The Old Biscuit Mill, Cape Town  

www.artformes.com                             olivia@artformes.com 

PUBLISHING & EXHIBITIONS

Dedicated to the r ichness of sculpture  

from the Afr ican continent . 

Founded in 2021 by Sorbonne-trained art historian Olivia Barrell, 

Art Formes is the first African gallery purely dedicated to 

contemporar y African sculpture; showcasing previously 

marginalised mediums that have been a rich source of 

undocumented artistic expression on the African continent. Both 

gallery and publishing house, Art Formes published its inaugural 

volume in 2023, CLAY FORMES, on clay and ceramics within 

contemporary South African art. 2025 saw the opening of the Art 

Formes gallery space, situated in the historical setting of The Old 

Biscuit Mill in Woodstock, Cape Town. Although relatively new on 

the contemporary African art scene, Art Formes has already 

become the pioneering voice on contemporary African clay; 

spearheading a growing appreciation for this sculptural medium, 

both amongst local and international audiences.  

The word « forme » is borrowed from the French meaning « shape, 

form or object [of art] » attempting to pioneer new vocabulary for 

contemporary sculptural works. Art Formes was born to record and 

promote African sculptural legacies, both originating from the past 

and unfurling into the future, and looks forward to bringing 

sculptural form, written narratives and considered curation to the 

forefront of the contemporary African art scene.  

https://www.artformes.com/product/clay-formes/
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