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BIRTH OF A NATURALIST

FIG. 1. JOHN NEWDIGATE

John Newdigate creates the colours you remember,
distantly, from your childhood: the deep acrid red, the
ripening blue, the warm, aching green, the edible yellow.
There are also the scenes you witnessed, lying on your
stomach, watching the dramas of insects unfold, the
houses sunken into the riverbank, the birds curled in the
reeds. He is a colourist, specialising in the painting of
hand-built, porcelain vessels through precise yet
spontaneous mark-making. Newdigate often works in
collaboration with his partner, ceramic artist lan Garrett,
whose forms’ taut bodies house Newdigate's rich
narratives. The artist has exhibited extensively at home
and abroad. His work can be found in several significant
South African collections, such as the Iziko Museums of
South Africa (Cape Town), the South African Cultural
History Museum (Cape Town), and public collections as well
as private collections the world over.


https://www.artformes.com/artists/john-newdigate/

“Working on a three-dimensional surface, of which half is obscured at any
one time, allows for the narrative to be revealed as the viewer circles the
work. This introduces time as a fourth dimension, in which imagery
unfolds as static animation”.

JOHN NEWDIGATE




John Newdigate's work captures an ecstatic, sometimes haunted innocence. He holds the fragile
wing of it to the light, revealing the stratigraphy of veins, outstaring eyes, cells of colour, the fringe
of fur, and the poisoned spike. The unfolding corpus is almost biographical, a memoir which has
unseated its human narrator, sights from ground level. Each object offers a small, contained
account. Here is the story of the praying mantis ablaze in the preternatural floodlight and the dog in
wait in the blue shadows, the story of rain over grey-whetted waves or the orange Rlens, the story of
the agapanthus, the hunched mushroom, and the dizzy moth. Here is the artist's studio with naked,
unpainted pots crouching in wait - the garden pressing against the window. Here are the memories
of Newdigate's seaside childhood: plates of fish and birds against a muscular sea, the hunting blue
heron, the redwing starling. Here is a dream of a machine, whirring in an impossible landscape. Each
scene implies the witness - the naturalist and dreamer recording his findings.
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John Newdigate

POWER IMBALANCE 2025

Enguire Porcelain clay. Hand-built and
to purchase 41 x 41 x 43cm painted with underglaze, electric-fired.


mailto:olivia@artformes.com?subject=John%20Newdigate
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John Newdigate

BIRDS FEEDING ON NASCENT IDEAS 2025

Enguire Porcelain clay. Hand-built and
to purchase 34 x 34 x 39 cm painted with underglaze, electric-fired.


mailto:olivia@artformes.com?subject=John%20Newdigate
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John Newdigate

EXOTIC BIRDS 2025

Enguire Porcelain clay. Hand-built and
to purchase 33 x 33 x 26 cm painted with underglaze, electric-fired.
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John Newdigate

RARE BIRDS 2025

Enguire Porcelain clay. Hand-built and
to purchase 26 x 26 x 25,5 ¢cm painted with underglaze, electric-fired.


mailto:olivia@artformes.com?subject=John%20Newdigate

John Newdigate, Rare Birds
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