ART FORMES

ASTRID

DAHL

B. 1977

IF THE MIRCO IS MACRO

FIG. 1. ASTRID DAHL IN HER STUDIO

Astrid Dahl's work explores light, purity and symmetry
in large botanically-inspired earthenware forms. The
artist studied Fine Art at what is now the DBurban
University of Technology, graduating in 1999. Dahl
demonstrated an early love for clay and hand-coiling at
university and found a visual impulse in botanical
photography from the early 20th century. Working
increasingly with her own natural environment, pulling
images from her garden, her white and black
clayworks are large, heavy, but defy themselves with
their appearance of lightness. Dahl's vessels are
meditations on vessel-making itself; they do not defer
to a symbolic language but allow each object to inhabit
itself entirely. Dahl pursues a perfect, essential form,
outside of time and place. The artist's work is housed
in private collections both locally and in France,
England, the United States and Australia. Dahl has
recently been featured at the Barnes Foundation in
Paris.


https://artformes.com/artists/astrid-dahl/?currency=ZAR

Astrid Dahl makes vessels that are, in some essential sense, about vessel-making - expressing the
shapes and processes of themselves, not standing as symbolic place-holders for anything else.
Predominantly composed of white earthenware, Dahl's work pays homage to form and symmetry. A
practice in pursuit of the form that is perfect and timeless - something essential that has yet to
emerge, is probably impossible but feels very close. If the perfect thing is forever on the horizon-
line, there is reason to continue tomorrow and tomorrow - and we can see this in Dahl's work. The
vessels exist as vessels, filling the centre of a room with real presence, and they also exist as
material traces of a rigorous daily search for the things that are beautiful and worthwhile and true.

FIG. 1. DETAIL OF WORK IN PROGRESS , ASTRID DAHL
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Astrid Dahl

BIOMORPHIC TENDRIL [SOLD] 2025

Engquire Earthenware clay. Hand-built
to purchase 76 x 44 x 70 cm and electric-fired.


mailto:olivia@artformes.com?subject=Astrid%20Dahl
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Astrid Dahl

COTULA TURBINATA [SOLD] 2024

Enguire Earthenware clay. Hand-built
to purchase 45 x 45 x 69 cm and electric-fired.


mailto:olivia@artformes.com?subject=Astrid%20Dahl
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Astrid Dahl

MIRABILIS ACANTHUS [SOLD] 2024

Enguire Earthenware clay. Hand-built
to purchase 55 x 55 x 74 cm and electric-fired.


mailto:olivia@artformes.com?subject=Astrid%20Dahl

“In Dahl’s botanically-inspired work, we may see the generous arches of
orchids, the coiled protrusions of Maidenhair ferns or the tender forms of
Monkshood drowsily raising its head.”

— CAITLIN MACDONALD

FIG. 1. COTULA TURBINATA DETAIL, ASTRID DAHL



ART FORMES

PUBLISHING & EXHIBITIONS

Dedicated to the richness of sculpture
from the African continent.

Founded in 2021 by Sorbonne-trained art historian Olivia Barrell,
Art Formes is the first African gallery purely dedicated to
contemporary African sculpture; showcasing previously
marginalised mediums that have been a rich source of
undocumented artistic expression on the African continent. Both
gallery and publishing house, Art Formes published its inaugural
volume in 2023, CLAY FORMES, on clay and ceramics within
contemporary South African art. 2025 saw the opening of the Art
Formes gallery space, situated in the historical setting of The Old
Biscuit Mill in Woodstock, Cape Town. Although relatively new on
the contemporary African art scene, Art Formes has already
become the pioneering voice on contemporary African clay;
spearheading a growing appreciation for this sculptural medium,
both amongst local and international audiences.

The word « forme » is borrowed from the French meaning « shape,
form or object [of art] » attempting to pioneer new vocabulary for
contemporary sculptural works. Art Formes was born to record and
promote African sculptural legacies, both originating from the past
and unfurling into the future, and looks forward to bringing
sculptural form, written narratives and considered curation to the
forefront of the contemporary African art scene.

The Old Biscuit Mill, Cape Town
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