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CLIVE  
SITHOLE

B.  197 1

Clive Sithole was born on the vibrant outskirts of 

Johannesburg, and has since traversed far and wide, 

learning from Zulu and Venda ceramic artists in South 

Africa, studying the Udu ceramic drum in Nigeria, and 

working with Magdalene Odundo at the University for the 

Creative Arts in Farnham, England. The frontier of Sithole's 

work has also extended to the United States where his 

work is housed in the Eskenazi Museum of Art in Indiana 

and at The North Carolina Museum of Art. Featured in 

major publications on Zulu ceramics, Sithole forges his 

work in the limen between traditions and landscapes. 

Land, race and animal life dominate Sithole's work. 

TER R A SIGILL ATA

https://artformes.com/artists/clive-sithole/?currency=ZAR


 

Clive Sithole’s clay is alive. One pot is a queen, 

triumphant in her survival of the fire, crowned with a 

necklace of horns. Another is the crest of the morning, 

nascent light and swaddling fog through which the 

forms of cattle emerge in terra sigillata* relief 

carvings. Sithole’s use of figured exteriors recalls 

ancient red pots prised from the earth and the 

recesses of deep time, surfaced in the cool breeze of 

the present. However, these images have not slipped 

out of living memory into a long-dead past, but arise 

from the artist’s childhood and an enduring, if 

threatened, way of life. The young Sithole scaled the 

mountainous kingdom of Lesotho – herding his 

family’s cattle, moulding miniature mud animals with 

his peers, and learning traditional ceramic techniques 

at the foot of elder women at work in clay. Acquiring 

his material in this way, the artist’s medium is vivid and 

human. The antique histories of claywork are not 

r e l e g a t e d t o t h e a r c h i v e , b u t s u b j e c t t o 

transfiguration. 
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A R T  F O R M E S C L I V E  S I T H O L E

Z I P H I  N K O M O 2 0 2 5

E n q u i r e  

t o  p u r c h a s e

Te r r a c o t t a  c l a y.  H a n d - b u i l t ,  c a r v e d ,  

b u r n i s h e d  a n d  s m o k e  f i r e d .3 0  x  3 0  x  4 2  c m

Clive Sithole

mailto:olivia@artformes.com?subject=Clive%20Sithole




 
A R T  F O R M E S C L I V E  S I T H O L E

I N K O M O  K A M A M A  2 0 2 5

Te r r a c o t t a  c l a y.  H a n d - b u i l t ,  c a r v e d ,  

b u r n i s h e d  a n d  s m o k e  f i r e d .2 8  x  2 8  x  3 8  c m

Clive Sithole

E n q u i r e  

t o  p u r c h a s e

mailto:olivia@artformes.com?subject=Clive%20Sithole




 
A R T  F O R M E S C L I V E  S I T H O L E

YA K H A L I N K O M O   [SOLD] 2 0 2 5

Te r r a c o t t a  c l a y.  H a n d - b u i l t ,  c a r v e d ,  

b u r n i s h e d  a n d  s m o k e  f i r e d .3 0  x  3 0  x  2 7  c m

Clive Sithole

E n q u i r e  

t o  p u r c h a s e

mailto:olivia@artformes.com?subject=Clive%20Sithole


 

“I change the angle on the culture, by positioning pot-making as an art 

form. There is much more to Zulu pots than just holding beer. They might 

look similar, for example, but they differ according to regions and clans, 

according to the various historical Zulu chiefdoms.”

—   CLIVE SITHOLE

F I G .  1 .  YA K H A L I N K O M O ,  C L I V E  S I T H O L E



ART FO RMES

The Old Biscuit Mill, Cape Town  

www.artformes.com                             olivia@artformes.com 

PUBLISHING & EXHIBITIONS

Dedicated to the r ichness of sculpture  

from the Afr ican continent . 

Founded in 2021 by Sorbonne-trained art historian Olivia Barrell, 

Art Formes is the first African gallery purely dedicated to 

contemporar y African sculpture; showcasing previously 

marginalised mediums that have been a rich source of 

undocumented artistic expression on the African continent. Both 

gallery and publishing house, Art Formes published its inaugural 

volume in 2023, CLAY FORMES, on clay and ceramics within 

contemporary South African art. 2025 saw the opening of the Art 

Formes gallery space, situated in the historical setting of The Old 

Biscuit Mill in Woodstock, Cape Town. Although relatively new on 

the contemporary African art scene, Art Formes has already 

become the pioneering voice on contemporary African clay; 

spearheading a growing appreciation for this sculptural medium, 

both amongst local and international audiences.  

The word « forme » is borrowed from the French meaning « shape, 

form or object [of art] » attempting to pioneer new vocabulary for 

contemporary sculptural works. Art Formes was born to record and 

promote African sculptural legacies, both originating from the past 

and unfurling into the future, and looks forward to bringing 

sculptural form, written narratives and considered curation to the 

forefront of the contemporary African art scene.  

http://www.artformes.com
mailto:olivia@artformes.com
https://www.artformes.com/product/clay-formes/

