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EXPLORATION THROUGH COMBUSTION

FIG. 1. LUDWE MGOLOMBANE

Ludwe Mgolombane is a ceramic artist born in Umtata,
Eastern Cape, and now resides in Cape Town where he
is currently a resident artist at Imiso Ceramics with
Andile Dyalvane and Zizipho Poswa. Mgolombane
studied Ceramic Design at the Nelson Mandela
Metropilitan University, and focuses primarily on
sculpting the human form in the setting of his

memories of home. In previous works that have won
him awards, his gaze has been contemplative of
transitional experiences in the practice of amaXhosa
traditions. His process includes mixing clay with any
organic combustible materials, such as leaves, straw
and pine needles that burn away, leaving a grassy,
gritty textural finish highlighted using oxides.
Mgolombane had his second solo exhibition in
November 2023, and in 2024 was awarded the
opportunity to attend the multimedia Haystack Open
Studio Residency in Maine, USA.


https://artformes.com/artists/siyabonga-fani/?currency=ZAR
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Ludwe Mgolombane

NTOMBI ENEBELE LINYE [SOLD] 2026

Enguire Terracotta clay mixed with combustable
to purchase 50 x 50 x 100 cm materials, hand-built and fired.


mailto:olivia@artformes.com?subject=Ludwe%20Mgolombane
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Ludwe Mgolombane

MAWAWA 2026

Enguire Terracotta clay mixed with combustable
to purchase 35 x 35 x 90 cm materials, hand-built and fired.


mailto:olivia@artformes.com?subject=Ludwe%20Mgolombane
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Ludwe Mgolombane

NGCINGANE 2025

Enguire Terracotta clay mixed with combustable
to purchase 38 x 38 x 78 cm materials, hand-built and fired.


mailto:olivia@artformes.com?subject=Ludwe%20Mgolombane
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Ludwe Mgolombane

MBALA 2026

Enguire Terracotta clay mixed with combustable
to purchase 22 x 20 x57cm materials, hand-built and fired.


mailto:olivia@artformes.com?subject=Ludwe%20Mgolombane
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Ludwe Mgolombane

NTOMNTWANA [SOLD] 2026

Enguire Terracotta clay mixed with combustable
to purchase 20 x 20 x50 cm materials, hand-built and fired.


mailto:olivia@artformes.com?subject=Ludwe%20Mgolombane




ART FORMES

PUBLISHING & EXHIBITIONS

Dedicated to the richness of sculpture
from the African continent.

Founded in 2021 by Sorbonne-trained art historian QOlivia Barrell,
Art Formes is the first African gallery purely dedicated to
contemporary African sculpture; showcasing previously
marginalised mediums that have been a rich source of
undocumented artistic expression on the African continent. Both
gallery and publishing house, Art Formes published its inaugural
volume in 2023, CLAY FORMES, on clay and ceramics within
contemporary South African art. 2025 saw the opening of the Art
Formes gallery space, situated in the historical setting of The Old
Biscuit Mill in Woodstock, Cape Town. Although relatively new on
the contemporary African art scene, Art Formes has already
become the pioneering voice on contemporary African clay;
spearheading a growing appreciation for this sculptural medium,
both amongst local and international audiences.

The word « forme » is borrowed from the French meaning « shape,
form or object [of art] » attempting to pioneer new vocabulary for
contemporary sculptural works. Art Formes was born to record and
promote African sculptural legacies, both originating from the past
and unfurling into the future, and looks forward to bringing
sculptural form, written narratives and considered curation to the
forefront of the contemporary African art scene.

The Old Biscuit Mill, Cape Town

www.artformes.com ——— olivia@artformes.com


https://www.artformes.com/product/clay-formes/
http://www.artformes.com
mailto:olivia@artformes.com

