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Master South African ceramic artist Nicholas Sithole was born in Mkhondo 
(previously called Piet Retief), Mpumalanga, in 1964. He was inspired by his 
maternal grandmother, working with the sculpting of clay since he was a 
young boy. Sithole has been working full-time with ceramics since the 
early 1980s, building vessels for other known potters in the Johannesburg 
region until he started producing work in his own name in 2007 — emerging 
on the contemporary South African ceramics scene as a master of both 
form and motif. Examples of his work are rare, as Sithole destroys pieces 
unless they are perfect to him, but they can be found in the Pretoria Art 
Museum and the Nelson Mandela Museum in Port Elizabeth, in addition to 
various private collections in South Africa and in the Unites States.
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A R T  F O R M E S N I C H O L A S  S I T H O L E

M S O B O M V U 2 0 2 6

E n q u i r e  
t o  p u r c h a s e

H a n d - b u i l t  t e r r a c o t t a ,  
b u r n i s h e d  a n d  s m o k e  f i r e d .4 0  x  4 0  x  5 2  c m
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t o  p u r c h a s e
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2 2  x  2 2  x  4 2  c m
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H a n d - b u i l t  t e r r a c o t t a ,  
b u r n i s h e d  a n d  s m o k e  f i r e d .

E n q u i r e  
t o  p u r c h a s e
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2 6  x  2 0  x  4 8  c m

Nicholas Sithole

H a n d - b u i l t  t e r r a c o t t a ,  
b u r n i s h e d  a n d  s m o k e  f i r e d .

E n q u i r e  
t o  p u r c h a s e
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I G O N A 2 0 2 6

2 4  x  2 4  x  2 4  c m

Nicholas Sithole

H a n d - b u i l t  t e r r a c o t t a ,  
b u r n i s h e d  a n d  s m o k e  f i r e d .

E n q u i r e  
t o  p u r c h a s e
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M G O D I  W E N Y O K A 2 0 2 6

2 6  x  2 0  x  3 4  c m

Nicholas Sithole

H a n d - b u i l t  t e r r a c o t t a ,  
b u r n i s h e d  a n d  s m o k e  f i r e d .

E n q u i r e  
t o  p u r c h a s e
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A RT FORMES

The Old Biscuit Mill, Cape Town  

www.artformes.com                             olivia@artformes.com 

PUBLISHING & EXHIBITIONS

Dedicated to the r ichness of sculpture  

from the Afr ican continent . 

Founded in 2021 by Sorbonne-trained art historian Olivia Barrell, 
Art Formes is the first African gallery purely dedicated to 
contemporar y African sculpture; showcasing previously 
marginalised mediums that have been a rich source of 
undocumented artistic expression on the African continent. Both 
gallery and publishing house, Art Formes published its inaugural 
volume in 2023, CLAY FORMES, on clay and ceramics within 
contemporary South African art. 2025 saw the opening of the Art 
Formes gallery space, situated in the historical setting of The Old 
Biscuit Mill in Woodstock, Cape Town. Although relatively new on 
the contemporary African art scene, Art Formes has already 
become the pioneering voice on contemporary African clay; 
spearheading a growing appreciation for this sculptural medium, 
both amongst local and international audiences.  

The word « forme » is borrowed from the French meaning « shape, 
form or object [of art] » attempting to pioneer new vocabulary for 
contemporary sculptural works. Art Formes was born to record and 
promote African sculptural legacies, both originating from the past 
and unfurling into the future, and looks forward to bringing 
sculptural form, written narratives and considered curation to the 
forefront of the contemporary African art scene.  

http://www.artformes.com
mailto:olivia@artformes.com
https://www.artformes.com/product/clay-formes/

