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Siyabonga Fani works in Woodstock, Cape Town. He 

has been working with clay since the late 1990s. He 

works with terracotta forms, using traditional 

techniques of burnishing and smoke-firing. Fani hand-

coils his pieces, working intuitively, drawing forms 

from the bodies of trees, the rivers and the human 

beings who make lives from the earth. His work is 

animated by the joy and estrangement of the township 

imaginary. In it, there is the yearning for the pastoral 

mirage of the rural homeland and the desire to hold 

the land tenderly. And, with the same impulse, there is 

the nostalgia for the bustle and hum and dialects of 

the township. Fani’s works can be found in public 

collections such as South Africa’s National Iziko 

Museums, and several private collections around the 

world namely in France, Switzerland, Germany and the 

United States. 

TWO SKI NS

https://artformes.com/artists/siyabonga-fani/?currency=ZAR


 

The objects made under Fani’s hands are in between things. By his 

account, they are partial ancestral vestiges, expressions of cultural 

heritage, tributes to his artistic father, a gesture to the great lineage 

mu!ed in the breath of imphepho, a solemn rite. These clayworks 

are recollections of a part-inhabited, part-imagined homeland. The 

landscapes that Fani recalls in his bands of charred clay are the 

drought- parched rivers of the Eastern Cape, the cracked earth 

revealed beneath. However, twisting this image of pastoral isiXhosa 

identity is the second skin: the mu!ed coat of the city, the township. 

Here is the static fuzz of the urban, the smog, the smoke, the music 

thrumming against tin, the hiss of the high- way  
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