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Catherine Brennon’s life has been cast from landscape 
to landscape – from the bustling city of Johannesburg 
to the quiet town of Harpenden in England, to the wide 
open hills of the Underberg region and the high sea 
winds of Hermanus. In 1979, she completed a National 
Diploma in Ceramics and, in 2003, earned a BTech 
Ceramics degree from the Technikon Witwatersrand 
(Johannesburg). She and her husband, Lawrance, 
established The Underberg Studio, a gallery 
specialising in ceramics and photography. Brennon 
has received several awards while participating in 
many Ceramics Southern Africa Regional and National 
Exhibitions and has showcased work in several group 
exhibitions in the Cape last year. In addition, her work 
has travelled to the United States and the United 
Kingdom. Her artistic practice is the product of great, 
encompassing love for the land, the medium, and the 
afterlives of her clayworks. 


THE GR A MMAR OF SUCCULENTS



 

Rolling the syllables between palms, melding the sibilance of shape, 
Catherine Brennon is finding an intimate language. Her hands know 
that there are places where the land curdles with life: labyrinthine 
burrows, knots of roots, alcoves, kingdoms of moss, succulents 
sharp-toothed and star-nosed, a sky alive with clicking in the 
twilight, whistling at dawn. Brennon has spent more than twenty-five 
years of her life in total relationship with clay, finding a language with 
which to commune with the landscape. In her Hermanus home, there 
are little islands of clay, walls crowded with paintings and 
photographs of the landscape, over and over the same changing 
face, collected over lifetimes. 
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A RT FORMES

The Old Biscuit Mill, Cape Town 
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PUBLISHING & EXHIBITIONS

Dedicated to the r ichness of sculpture 

from the Afr ican continent . 

Founded in 2021 by Sorbonne-trained art historian Olivia Barrell, 
Art Formes is the first African gallery purely dedicated to 
contemporar y African sculpture; showcasing previously 
marginalised mediums that have been a rich source of 
undocumented artistic expression on the African continent. Both 
gallery and publishing house, Art Formes published its inaugural 
volume in 2023, CLAY FORMES, on clay and ceramics within 
contemporary South African art. 2025 saw the opening of the Art 
Formes gallery space, situated in the historical setting of The Old 
Biscuit Mill in Woodstock, Cape Town. Although relatively new on 
the contemporary African art scene, Art Formes has already 
become the pioneering voice on contemporary African clay; 
spearheading a growing appreciation for this sculptural medium, 
both amongst local and international audiences. 


The word « forme » is borrowed from the French meaning « shape, 
form or object [of art] » attempting to pioneer new vocabulary for 
contemporary sculptural works. Art Formes was born to record and 
promote African sculptural legacies, both originating from the past 
and unfurling into the future, and looks forward to bringing 
sculptural form, written narratives and considered curation to the 
forefront of the contemporary African art scene. 
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