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Paul Weinberg is a South African photographer,
filmmaker, writer, curator, educationist and archivist.
Weinberg studied photography at Natal Technikon and
has a masters degree from Duke University. He began
his professional career by working for South African
NGOs, and photographing current events for news
agencies and foreign countries. He was a founder
member of Afrapix and South, the collective photo
agencies that gained local and international
recognition for their uncompromising role in
documenting apartheid, and popular resistance to it.
From 1990 onwards, Weinberg increasingly
concentrated on feature over news photography, with
his images being widely exhibited and published, both
locally and abroad.



Spirituality is a primordial facet of the human condition — a
dig towards some ancient imperative to make meaning from
the world. Our exploration of spirituality ultimately leads to
an exploration of the land, home to the remnants of life
itself. Weinberg's photographs reveal that this connection
between spirituality and the land, in one way or another,
extends across all cultures and faiths. Extracted from
Weinberg's body of work Moving Spirit (1996 - 2006) these
photographs portray religious rituals and spiritual practices
around South Africa, and celebrates how people of all
persuasions, faiths and spiritual engagements partake in
rituals, both formal and informal, that mark the land.
Speaking on Weinberg's work, Prof. Hlonipha Mokoena says:
“Paul Weinberg's photographs are a reflection of our human
desire for sanctuary. When the eye meets the stillness of a
river estuary, or the isolation of a San rock painting, or the
pantheon of deities decorating a Hindu temple, it is not ‘God’
that comes to mind but the image of the believer, the
faithful, the acolyte who comes to this place to seek the
soothing balm of absolution.”
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Inhaling holy smoke at the end of the
Shembe Church pilgrimage.

Nhlagakazi

Paul Weinberg

SMOKE 2001

Enquire Black & white archival print on
to purchase 41 X 58 cm Hahnemuhle photo rag 308gsm, framed.
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Young Shembe girl at a service.

Zwelibomvu

Paul Weinberg

YOUNG SHEMBE GIRL 1999
Enquire Black & white archival print on

to purchase 41 X 58 cm Hahnemuhle photo rag 308gsm, framed.
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Zion Church Baptism.
Nyaka Island, Mozambique

Paul Weinberg

NYAKA ISLAND 1998

Black & white archival print on
Hahnemuhle photo rag 308gsm, framed.

to purchase 41 X 58 cm
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A group of young Venda maidens at a coming of age ceremony dance the Domba.

Thoyondou, Limpopo

Paul Weinberg

VENDA MAIDENS 20056

Enquire Black & white archival print on
to purchase 41 X 58 cm Hahnemuhle photo rag 308gsm, framed.
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Zion Church Ceremony.

Mautse Caves, Clarens

Paul Weinberg

MAUTSE CAVES 20056

Enquire Black & white archival print on
to purchase 41 X 58 cm Hahnemuhle photo rag 308gsm, framed.
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Zion Church Baptism.

Nyaka Island, Mozambique

Paul Weinberg

NYAKA ISLAND 2 1998

Enquire Black & white archival print on
to purchase 41 X 58 cm Hahnemuhle photo rag 308gsm, framed.
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PUBLISHING & EXHIBITIONS

Dedicated to the richness of sculpture
from the African continent.

Founded in 2021 by Sorbonne-trained art historian QOlivia Barrell,
Art Formes is the first African gallery purely dedicated to
contemporary African sculpture; showcasing previously
marginalised mediums that have been a rich source of
undocumented artistic expression on the African continent. Both
gallery and publishing house, Art Formes published its inaugural
volume in 2023, CLAY FORMES, on clay and ceramics within
contemporary South African art. 2025 saw the opening of the Art
Formes gallery space, situated in the historical setting of The Old
Biscuit Mill in Woodstock, Cape Town. Although relatively new on
the contemporary African art scene, Art Formes has already
become the pioneering voice on contemporary African clay;
spearheading a growing appreciation for this sculptural medium,
both amongst local and international audiences.

The word « forme » is borrowed from the French meaning « shape,
form or object [of art] » attempting to pioneer new vocabulary for
contemporary sculptural works. Art Formes was born to record and
promote African sculptural legacies, both originating from the past
and unfurling into the future, and looks forward to bringing
sculptural form, written narratives and considered curation to the
forefront of the contemporary African art scene.

The Old Biscuit Mill, Cape Town

www.artformes.com ——— olivia@artformes.com
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