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SONJA
SWAN

SCULPTING THE NATURAL WORLD

FIG. 1. SONJA SWAN

Sonja Swan is a South African sculptor and
environmental architect whose practice explores the
interconnectedness of ecological systems and the
urgent need for reconnection with the natural world.
Working primarily in clay, Swan creates sculptural
forms that draw from organic structures, reflecting on
the relationships between species, habitats, and
human intervention. Her work is materially and
conceptually grounded in environmental concern,
addressing themes such as industrialised agriculture,
extinction, and ecological imbalance. Through
carefully balanced, often modular forms, she
emphasises interdependence and collective
structure. The monochromatic surfaces foreground
line, light, and shadow, while reflective finishes
implicate the viewer within the work's ethical frame.
Swan's practice operates as an ongoing inquiry into
fragility, resilience, and the conditions necessary for
inspiring acts of restoration.



ART FORMES SONJA SWAN

Sonja Swan

FRACTURES | 2025

Enguire
to purchase 22 x 22 x 34 cm Hand-built and glazed stoneware


mailto:olivia@artformes.com?subject=Sonja%20Swan
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Sonja Swan

FRACTURES II 2025

Enguire
to purchase 30 x 15 x 26 cm Hand-built and glazed stoneware


mailto:olivia@artformes.com?subject=Sonja%20Swan
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ART FORMES SONJA SWAN

Sonja Swan

FRACTURES Il 2025

Enguire
to purchase 30 x 20 x 28 cm Hand-built and glazed stoneware


mailto:olivia@artformes.com?subject=Sonja%20Swan




ART FORMES

PUBLISHING & EXHIBITIONS

Dedicated to the richness of sculpture
from the African continent.

Founded in 2021 by Sorbonne-trained art historian QOlivia Barrell,
Art Formes is the first African gallery purely dedicated to
contemporary African sculpture; showcasing previously
marginalised mediums that have been a rich source of
undocumented artistic expression on the African continent. Both
gallery and publishing house, Art Formes published its inaugural
volume in 2023, CLAY FORMES, on clay and ceramics within
contemporary South African art. 2025 saw the opening of the Art
Formes gallery space, situated in the historical setting of The Old
Biscuit Mill in Woodstock, Cape Town. Although relatively new on
the contemporary African art scene, Art Formes has already
become the pioneering voice on contemporary African clay;
spearheading a growing appreciation for this sculptural medium,
both amongst local and international audiences.

The word « forme » is borrowed from the French meaning « shape,
form or object [of art] » attempting to pioneer new vocabulary for
contemporary sculptural works. Art Formes was born to record and
promote African sculptural legacies, both originating from the past
and unfurling into the future, and looks forward to bringing
sculptural form, written narratives and considered curation to the
forefront of the contemporary African art scene.

The Old Biscuit Mill, Cape Town

www.artformes.com ——— olivia@artformes.com


https://www.artformes.com/product/clay-formes/
http://www.artformes.com
mailto:olivia@artformes.com

