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Johan Thom works across a variety of media including 
sculpture, video, performance, drawing, printmaking and 
photography. From a narrower focus on the body in his 
earlier work, Thom’s interest has gradually shifted to an 
exploration of the performative relationship between the 
body, materials and found objects — often generating 
messy, corporeal visual forms that extend, question and 
animate the various forces at stake in our changing, 
material relationship to the surrounding world. Thom 
completed a PhD in Fine Art at the Slade School of Fine Art 
(UCL) in 2014 and is an Ampersand Fellow (NY). He has 
attended residencies in Bangladesh, Mexico, Switzerland 
and South Africa, with solo exhibitions at Nirox Foundation 
(2024/5), Kalashnikovv Gallery (2023) and The Goodman 
Gallery (2015) amongst others. Thom is based in Pretoria 
and is an Associate Professor of Fine Art in the 
Department of Visual Art at the University of Pretoria.
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PUBLISHING & EXHIBITIONS

Dedicated to the r ichness of sculpture 

from the Afr ican continent . 

Founded in 2021 by Sorbonne-trained art historian Olivia Barrell, 
Art Formes is the first African gallery purely dedicated to 
contemporar y African sculpture; showcasing previously 
marginalised mediums that have been a rich source of 
undocumented artistic expression on the African continent. Both 
gallery and publishing house, Art Formes published its inaugural 
volume in 2023, CLAY FORMES, on clay and ceramics within 
contemporary South African art. 2025 saw the opening of the Art 
Formes gallery space, situated in the historical setting of The Old 
Biscuit Mill in Woodstock, Cape Town. Although relatively new on 
the contemporary African art scene, Art Formes has already 
become the pioneering voice on contemporary African clay; 
spearheading a growing appreciation for this sculptural medium, 
both amongst local and international audiences. 


The word « forme » is borrowed from the French meaning « shape, 
form or object [of art] » attempting to pioneer new vocabulary for 
contemporary sculptural works. Art Formes was born to record and 
promote African sculptural legacies, both originating from the past 
and unfurling into the future, and looks forward to bringing 
sculptural form, written narratives and considered curation to the 
forefront of the contemporary African art scene. 
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