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NICHOLAS 

SITHOLE

B.  1964

Nicholas Sithole was born in Mkhondo, Mpumalanga, in 
1964. Inspired by his maternal grandmother, Sithole has 
been sculpting clay since early childhood. He has been 
working full-time as a ceramic artist since the early 1980s, 
but undocumented, as Sithole was building vessels for 
other known potters in the Johannesburg region for almost 
thirty years. He started producing work in his own name in 
2007 - emerging on the contemporary South African 
ceramics scene as a master of both form and motif. 
Encouraged and taught by Kenyan-born  ceramic artist 
Magdalene Odundo during her visits to Johannesburg 
around 2010, Sithole’s radical sculptures have since 
inspired countless ceramic artists in South Africa.

AN EARLY P IONEER FOR 

SOUTH AFRIC AN CER AMICS

https://www.artformes.com/artists/nicholas-sithole/


 

Nicholas Sithole, like many ceramic artists in the murky history of South Africa’s ceramic 
narrative, master the form of the vessel despite every odd that is against them from the outset. 
Despite a very painful history and a societal fabric that has ripped in this country because of it, 
leaving deep recesses of poverty and unpardonable hardship, in whose underbelly the 
emergence of a world-class ceramic master shines like the brightest of stars, speaking to the 
power and beauty of human resilience.


Sithole’s vessels are the result of a practice guided by uncompromising standards and deep 
material intuition. Works that fail to meet his expectations are destroyed, meaning surviving 
examples are rare. Today, his work can be found in the collections of the  Pretoria Art 
Museum and the Nelson Mandela Museum, as well as in private collections in South Africa and 
the United States.


While Sithole’s work sits confidently within the global history of ceramics, it remains deeply 
rooted in the traditions of Zulu ceramic culture. His vessels are shaped by both ancestral 
knowledge and contemporary invention, bridging time through the act of making.


Watch the short film on Nicholas Sithole by clicking on the image below.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iD40UxqP1dg&t=11s
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A RT FORMES

The Old Biscuit Mill, Cape Town 


www.artformes.com                             olivia@artformes.com


PUBLISHING & EXHIBITIONS

Dedicated to the r ichness of sculpture 

from the Afr ican continent . 

Founded in 2021 by Sorbonne-trained art historian Olivia Barrell, 
Art Formes is the first African gallery purely dedicated to 
contemporar y African sculpture; showcasing previously 
marginalised mediums that have been a rich source of 
undocumented artistic expression on the African continent. Both 
gallery and publishing house, Art Formes published its inaugural 
volume in 2023, CLAY FORMES, on clay and ceramics within 
contemporary South African art. 2025 saw the opening of the Art 
Formes gallery space, situated in the historical setting of The Old 
Biscuit Mill in Woodstock, Cape Town. Although relatively new on 
the contemporary African art scene, Art Formes has already 
become the pioneering voice on contemporary African clay; 
spearheading a growing appreciation for this sculptural medium, 
both amongst local and international audiences. 


The word « forme » is borrowed from the French meaning « shape, 
form or object [of art] » attempting to pioneer new vocabulary for 
contemporary sculptural works. Art Formes was born to record and 
promote African sculptural legacies, both originating from the past 
and unfurling into the future, and looks forward to bringing 
sculptural form, written narratives and considered curation to the 
forefront of the contemporary African art scene. 


http://www.artformes.com
mailto:olivia@artformes.com
https://www.artformes.com/product/clay-formes/

