
 

Sbonelo iHubo leNgabadi
B.  1981

Sbonelo iHubo leNgabadi was born in the Eastern Cape and grew up in and around 
Durban, KwaZulu-Natal, where he graduated with a National Diploma in Fine Arts 
from the Durban University of Technology in 2011. His work is a testament to his 
indigenous and spiritual heritage, descending from a line of traditional ceramic 
practitioners in the Eastern Cape. Sbonelo's work does not conform to a notion of art 
for art’s sake, nor is it restrained by the principle of form follows function. His work is 
conceptual in its Bantu aesthetic, principles, and ideologies, and pays tribute to the 
ancient cosmological significance of vessel-making within the complex histories of 
South Africa. Sbonelo has exhibited throughout South Africa as well as abroad, and 
has been awarded multiple times at Ceramics Southern Africa regional exhibitions. 
Most recently, Sbonelo had two works selected for the inaugural Clay Awards in 2024. 
His work is housed in several private and public collections, including IZIKO Museum 
of South Africa, Art Bank South Africa and the Durban Art Gallery.

https://www.artformes.com/artists/sbonelo-ihubo-lengabadi/


 

“One cannot create without any guidance or past reference because what 
occurred then shapes and informs what becomes of our work in the 
future,” says ceramic artist Sbonelo iHubo leNgabadi Luthuli. His hand-
built terracotta forms are rich in colour: the black of smoke-firing dances 
across surfaces like whispered histories, while traces of carving and 
burnishing leave marks of time and making.


One of South Africa's first ceramic artists to integrate text and poetry 
onto the surfaces of traditional vessels, Sbonelo transforms the vessel 
into something more than form; a site of language, a new voice.
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Everything is a Remix
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Te r r a c o t t a  c l a y.  H a n d - b u i l t ,  c a r v e d ,  
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A RT FORMES

The Old Biscuit Mill, Cape Town 


www.artformes.com                             olivia@artformes.com


PUBLISHING & EXHIBITIONS

Dedicated to the r ichness of sculpture 

from the Afr ican continent . 

Founded in 2021 by Sorbonne-trained art historian Olivia Barrell, 
Art Formes is the first African gallery purely dedicated to 
contemporar y African sculpture; showcasing previously 
marginalised mediums that have been a rich source of 
undocumented artistic expression on the African continent. Both 
gallery and publishing house, Art Formes published its inaugural 
volume in 2023, CLAY FORMES, on clay and ceramics within 
contemporary South African art. 2025 saw the opening of the Art 
Formes gallery space, situated in the historical setting of The Old 
Biscuit Mill in Woodstock, Cape Town. Although relatively new on 
the contemporary African art scene, Art Formes has already 
become the pioneering voice on contemporary African clay; 
spearheading a growing appreciation for this sculptural medium, 
both amongst local and international audiences. 


The word « forme » is borrowed from the French meaning « shape, 
form or object [of art] » attempting to pioneer new vocabulary for 
contemporary sculptural works. Art Formes was born to record and 
promote African sculptural legacies, both originating from the past 
and unfurling into the future, and looks forward to bringing 
sculptural form, written narratives and considered curation to the 
forefront of the contemporary African art scene. 
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